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Adding and Subtracting Rational Numbers

To add or subtract fractions and mixed
numbers with unlike denominators, first
rewrite the fractions using the least common
denominator (LCD).

.73 _ <1
Subtract: 2 i 53

3 1_11_16
24735473
~ 3 _ 6 TheLCDis 12
_ % < Subtract numerators.
= 25 < Simplify.

You can use addition or subtraction to
solve equations with rational numbers.

Solve:h—%z%
h-3+3=1+3 < Add}
h =54+ < TheLCD is 24.

1. 64 —23 2. 3+ (%)
4. —13 - 4% 5. 13 — (-21)
7. 11— 43 8. 9+ (-63)

Solve each equation. Write each answer as a mixed number or as a

fraction in simplest form.
1

7_ _1 31
0. y+%=—% M oc+-3=1

2 _ 41

1_ _
13.X—21— 3

1 - 3l

— 14
16. 7.3 + g =13

18. z + 2.6 =0.37
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